Sophomore Elections Conspiracy

Decline and Fall of a Machine

By Arnold Abrams

The recent disclosures of fraud and conspiracy
in the elections for Student Board and class office
revealed the existence of an organized sophomore
political group—one that had not reached the
status of a party, but which might certainly be
called a machine.

The rough outlines of the organization first
became apparent in the ’61 Freshman Class elec-
tions and its wheels started to grind almost imme-
diately. From that time, its well-oiled gears
steadily increased efficiency until the discovery
and apprehension of persons voting twice in this
year’s balloting brought its operation to a disas-
terous halt.

But before it grew desperate enough to resort
to outright dishonest methods, the group establish-
ed a firm organization based on personality con-
flicts, self-interested bargaining, and double-deal-
ing.

John Tsucalas, James Melcher and Martin Law-
rence were the first class officers of ’61—president,
vice-president, and secretary-treasurer, respective-
ly. One month after they had assumed office,
trouble arose in the Freshman Class Steering
Committee. .

The steering committee’s main purpose is a so-
cial one—deciding upon the locations and dates
of dances, beer parties; and informal gatherings.
But, with approximately 25 members, it became
unwieldy and ineffective.

Tsucalas tried to remedy this by forming an
“executive advisory committee’”’—a group not ex-
plicitly provided for in the class constitution—
whose purpose was, basically, to recommend ac-

Martin Kaplan John Tsucalas

tion on matters before the committee, Later they
would be brought before the entire organization
for a vote.

Tsucalas’ policy encountered an immediate re- |
action. Robert Juceam and Robert George pro-
vided the main opposition, although others were
involved.

They contended that the steering committee
meetings were not being held democratically—
and that “Tsucalian procedure” was enforced in-
stead. The word of the president, they said, was
practically law, and the opposition was given lit-
tle chance to be heard. In addition, the opposition
charged that the committee was stacked with
Tsucalas’ friends, who supported all his policies.

(Continued on Page Two)
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The Machme s Development —
From ‘NO’ Drive to SB Race
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Active opposition, they as-
serted, was futile because of the
one-sided power position of
Tsucalas.

Tsucalas, however, claimed
~that the organization, could be
run on any basis, as long as it
was a representative body—i.e.,
if decisions were determined by
vote. And they were. Tsucalas
_speaks of the “parliamentary
basis” of his committee; he does
not claim to have used parlia-
mentary procedure.

Though not denying his control
of the committee, Tsucalas main-
tains that anyone could have
stacked its ‘membership, since
membership and voting privileges

were open to any one in the class.

The machinery, already in par-
tial operation, proceeded to an-
other stage of development with
the ‘“Vote No” campaign that
came soon after.

The freshmen were up in arms

against a referendum proposal

which = would have eliminated
representation of the Freshman
and Sophomore classes on Board.

Martin Lawrence was chosen
by Tsucalas as chairman of the
“Vote No” Committee, and it was
the committee’s campaign that
solidly wnited the machinery. It
was the first organized attempt
to solicit party votes—utilizing

agents on the dormitory floors,
fraternities, athletes, prestige per-
sonalities—and it worked. The
Freshman Class won, due largely
to its own heavy voting turnout;
and by winning, it brought re-
spect and esteem to the Tsucalas
organization. More than $125 was
spent in the campaign, all of it
coming  from the campaigners
own pockets.

While working against the ref-
erendum proposals, the machine
had also been campaigning per-

| sonally. It was at this time that

an opposing group—though not
so- well-organized as the already
existing one—arose.

More names were then brought

| into the . political spotlight—and

Student Board, Representative
Martin Kaplan /became, along
with Tsucalas, an acknowledged
party leader.,

Lawrence, Vincent Chiarello,
Warren Weir and Frank Lorenzo
were important Tsucalas men.
Joel Karp and Frank Bonem were
associated with Kaplan.

Religion was the dividing line
between the parties. A lineup of
predominantly Christian fraterni-
ties—Sigma |(Chi, Beta Theta Pi,
Sigma Nu, Phi Gamma Delta and
Psi Upsilon Pi—backed the Tsu-
calas party. Jewish houses on
campus—Zeta Beta Tau and Al-
pha Epsilon Pi—furnished the
support for Kaplan's candidates.

Tau Epsilon Phi, a predomi-
nantly Jewish fraternity, was
divided, since Lawrence was a
member and Tsucalas had
pledged—and depledged—making
a number of friends in the pro-
cess. '

Weir and Kaplan were elected
to represent ’61 on Student Board.
Chiarello beat Karp for the class
presidency, and John Drake, an
outsider, finished third and as-
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THE HOLY TRINITY: Richard Merrill, Riordan Roett and Ken-
neth Gros Louis, who form the group with which Tsucalas bargained.

sumed the duties of class secre-
tary.

Then came finals, and the sum-
mer vacation.

Last fall, the political objec-
tives of Tsucalas were well-
known. He nlanned to break into
Columbia’s “in” group. Tsucalas
defines this body as the ”mcum-
Lhent student group in power’ ’—
to him this is synonomous with
the Senior Societies of Sachems
and Nacoms.

Tsucalas’ party was soon
strengthened by the addition of
Drake. After it became evident
that Karp and Chiarello could not
work together on the steering
committee, Drake was brought in
and combined with 'Chiarello to
run the committee.

While pretending that the ex-
ecutive committee was in charge,
Chiarello and Drake often dis-
cussed matters and reached de-
cisions before holding the official
meeting with Karp. They went
so far as to create a system in
which, through a prearranged
signal, they could co-ordinate
their efforts to over-ride him.

Drake was appointed editor of
the sophomore mnewsletter by
Chiarello. He used it as a publi-
city organ for his party and Joel
Karp’s name never appeared in

it. The vice-president, as the com-
mittee’s liaison with Board, was
confined to writing articles on
SB. ) i

The first oproject of the fall
semester was the freshman elec-
tions. It was Tsucalas’ hope to
establish a freshman organization
over which his own sophomore
group would have conirol. The
success of that plan would mean
pc-litical control of at least half
of the College’s voting body.

His organization decided to
back David Tompkins for the
class presidency, and Phillip Lille
and John Garman for Board. The
i elections were just as important
to the opposition. Alan Harris, ‘a
ZIBT pledge at the time, now a
brother, was the opposition’s
main candidate in the Board race,

In the course iof the campaxgn.
Tsucalas bargained with a group
which he refers to as the “Holy
Trinity.” It consists of three
prominent student leaders—Ken
Gros Louis, secretary of the Sen-
icr Society of Sachems and chair-
man of the Citizenship Commit-
tee; Richard Merrill, president of
the Senior Society of Sachems
and chairman of the Student
Union Commitiee; and Riordan
Roett, vice-chairman of Siudeni

(Continued on Page Three)
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The Machinery Hits High Gear
As Elections Date Approaches
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Board and secretary of Pamphra-
tria. All are seniors.

iGarman is a-fraternity brother
(Beta Theta Pi) of Roett. The ar-
rangement provided that Roett
and his cohorts would support
Lille as a-second choice and that
Lille’s backers—Tsucalas’ crew—
would reciprocate by giving Gar-
man their second place votes.

It worked. Garman and Lille
finished first and second respec-
tively, and Harris was frozen out.
When Tompkins also triumphed
in the presidential contest, the
victory for the Tsucalas party
seemed complete.

The victory was a fleeting one,
however, since none of the party
candidates. worked . to make the
freshman organization effective.
It soon became evident, that Gar-

man was playing ball with Roett,

whose over-all policies were not
necessarily in accord with Tsu-
calas’; Lille’s interest in politics
lagged. Tompkins, who was seri-
ously injured-in an auto accident
and was subsequently out of
school for several weeks, com-
pletely failed to establish -an or-
ganization.

Adding insult to injury, Lille
turned out %o be an exiremely
tough prosecutor against the Tsu-
calas..men.. who. testified. before
Board during SB’s investigation
into wvoting irregularities.

The wheels began to hum as
the recent elections drew near.
At first the Tsucalas machine
could not decide whom to fback.
Lawrence came out early for
William '‘Goodstein, and the others

David Tompkins, John*Garman and Phillip-Lille, who failed to
form a sirong political organization among the Class of ‘62 despiie
Tsucalas’ hopes.

S

soon followed suit. All, that is,
except Tsucalas.

He was hoping for the chair-
manship of the ‘Citizenship Com-
mittee. Believing that Goodstein
would not co-operate with him,
he came out for David Krebs
early in the race.

Tsucalas also had other factors

in mind when dealing with Krebs.

'He believed that Krebs would
have more influence in the Dean’s

| Offiee than Goodstein. But Krebs
.and he could not agree on the
choice of committee chairmen.

{Furthermore, Krebs would not
guarantee support of Chiarello if

he were to run for Board chair-

manship next year. An agreement

could not be .reached.

- Tsucalas maintains that he sup-
ported . Goodstein  because he
realized -that he would keep stu-
dent governmient in the hands of
the siudents—ihe reason for his
lack of popularity in the Dean’s
‘Oﬁfi,ce--wrh'i-le Krebs’ favoy with
the deans stems, he claims, friom
the fact that he would co-oper-
ate so well with them.

Tsucalas at that time suggested
the creation of a committee to
investigate the idea of an an-
nounced, party slate in order to
bring machine politics out into
the open, which he felt would
benefit the campus political situ-
| ation. Goodstein said that while
it was a good idea to investigate
the proposal, he did not want
to commit himself at that time.
Tsucalas also inquired into the
posibilities of his becoming

chajrman of the
committee.

But while he was dickering
with the candidates; his organi-
zation was not standing still.

investigating

Three weeks before the elec-
tions, a meeting was arranged. It
was called by. Chiarello, held in
Drake’s room at midnight, and
attended by the- organization’s
upper hierarchy—with the ex-
ception of Tsucalas, who refused
to come. :

The group met to decide whom
it should back in the all-College
Boand , election, . which = members
it should run for Board seats,
whom to back in the CUSC ragce,
and how to conduct Chiarello’s
campaign for the class presidency.

Those present decided that
Goodstein . was the all-College
candidate to back, and that Weir
and Lawrence would run for the

Board seats. Nothing definite was |

decided about' the CUSC race. In
the contest for the class presi-
dency, Drake was offered the
chance to advance a notch from
secretary to vice-president

finishing second behind Chiarello.

Drake was not happy with the
party’s bid. Feeling that he might
have a good chance to win if he
carried on an all-out campaign
effort, he asked for a week’s time
to think it over.

Soon after that meeting, Drake
was approached separately by
Kaplan, Karp, and Bonem. In
him they saw the opportunity to
pull a large number 'of Christian
votes to their side. Although they

by |
running a limited campaign and |

might have felt that Drake had
a chance to win, it really did
not matter. The important factor
was that he would draw off a
large number of votes from Chia-
relle, who had to win by a con-
siderable margin to assure him-
self of the Board chairmanship
next year.

It was mnot hard o persulade
Drake to split with the Tsucalas
machine. The resulis of the first
election contest—even though in-
validated—show that their aim
was achieved. Chiarello, in bare-
ly winning, was out as far as
the chairmanship goes nexi year.
Drake’s winning the second, and
official, ballot was 'almost ianti-
climactic.

Until the actual balloting be-
gan, the campaign, while involv-

ing double-dealing and mud-
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slinging, was legally conducted.
On the night of Thursday,
April 16, with only one day left,

‘the Tsucalas machine was wor-

ried. It. felt that it would draw
more votes than its rivals, but
was dubious about the final out-
come. The machine felt that the
Elections Commission was handl-
ing the voting in a highly in-
competent manner and, in ad-
dition, was favoring the oppo-
sition. :

Machine members claim thag
Elections Commissioner Robert
Sherman—whose honesty ‘was not
questioned — was mismanaging
the, entire proceedings. They
maintain that they saw him
“running around the campus like
a chicken without iis head, car-
rying . loose ballots under his
(Continued on Page Five)
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Double Balloting to Take Place

(Continued from Page Three)
arm, dropping and retrieving
them every so often.”

They claim that because bur-
gar’s receipts were not checked,
the oppasition would be given
the opportunity to double-ballot.
They also felt that in the Com-
mission’s process of transferring
the ballots to punched holes in
an IBM card, they might [be
cheated. ;

So they held a meeting to dis-
cuss the situhtion.

They met in Tsucalas’ room:
Frank Lorenzo, secretary of the
Undergraduate Dormitory Coun-
cil; SB Representative Warren
Weir; CUSC Representative-elect
Jack McCahill; Blue Key Society
President James Ammeen; and,
of course, Tsucalas, They dis-
cussed the possibility of voting
twice. The first job at hand was
to get the names of sophomores
who they could be reasonably
sure would not vote.

These were obtained by thumb-
ing through the ’61 [Freshman
Class Directory and speculating
on those who would not be in-
terested in voting. Through di-
rect questioning they had already
learned of a few. They knew of
several who had left school, but
whose names had not been cros-
sed off the voting list by the
Elections Commission. They also
found out who was sick and
would not be able to vote.

' Lawrence agreed to station
himself in front of Hamilton Hall
‘the following morning from 10
a.m. on, and to hand out names
which had not yet been crossed
off to the prospective double-
balloters.

Frank Eorernzo was the first—
and only—one actually appre-
hended in the act of double-bal-
lating. He was caught that morn-
ing by Bruce Alter ‘61 of the
Elections Commission. At first
he denied everything and, in an
unofficial interview held that
evening with Riordan Roett,
claimed that he had tried it as
a “stunt”“—in order 1o test the
Elections Commissions and see if

anyone could actually get away
with wvoting twice. .

His political cohorts at that
time decided that Lorenzo was on
his own and that they would
deny knowing anything about it.

Lorenzo soon cracked wunder
the pressure of Board’s question-
ing and admitted to voting twice.
That same night, Tsucalas pri-
vately went to Roett and con-
fessed everything, giving names
and actions. He pointed out that
the affair was rapidly blowing
up into a monster and that some-
thing ought to be done to hush
it up. As a compromise he stated
that Lawrence would give up. his
candidacy and not run again—
if the situation were kept as quiet
as possible.

Tuesday afternobn Lawrence
confessed his part in the affair—
which involved the obtaining and
giving out of names, but not
actually voting twice. That even-
ing, Roett, after first asking for
Lawrence’s okay, introduced a
motion to Bilard that automati-
cally disqualified him from the
election, but which would keep
the exact nature of his violatipns
secret. This, in effect, would keep
the entire affair as quliet as pos-
sible—which is just what Roett
and the rest of the Board ha.ve
tried to accomplish.

Word leaked out
Board member sworn to secrecy
that this motion was passed
even before Lawrence appeared

befora them.

Thus far four students—Frank
Lorenzo, James Ammeen, Jack
Kirik and Richard Nauen—have

from af

admitted to [Board that they
voted dwice. A fifth, Gerald
Elkind, admitted taking a name,
that of Clifford Miller, from
Lawrence and going back again
to the polls, but denies having
voted again. Miller’s name,
however, was crossed off the

Elections Commission’s list. All

of the aforementioned, includ-
ing Lawrence, have been banned
from voting ever again
Columbia election. Sheldon
Weinstein %61, a member of the
Elections Commission, has re-
ceived a similar sentence from
Board. He was charged with
aiding several of the students to
vote a second time,

Others known to be connected
with the Tsucalas organization
have been called before Board
to testify, but have not admit-
ted voting twice,

Tsucalas has not bleen impli-
cated.

The XKaplan machine, after

in af.

the elections had started, also
claims to have been alarmed at
the incompetence of the Elec-
tions Commission. They also
were afraid that the opposition
would be able to. géet away with
irregularities.

They maintain- that on Thurs-
day, Roett, Sherman and  Alter
were mnotified of the laxity in
controlling elections ' procedures,
but that nothing was done about
it. Several students known to be
connected ‘with this organization
have also been called to testify

on voting irregularities before]|

Board. But none of them have
admitted to committing any in-
fractions, and none have had
voting privileges revoked.
#*» - * »

What effect will these events
have on ithe campus political
situation?

The Tsucalas machine is, at
least, temporarily out iof com-
mission. Tsucalas is hangmg on
the enrollment list by a thread
of academic hair: he has been
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a steady member of the proba-
tion list for several semesters
now, and rumors have it that
e will not return to Columbia
next September. Chiarello’s am-
bitions for a Board CHairman-
ship were smashed by Drake’s
victory in the class presidential
race. Weir ‘has ' voluntarily
dropped out of the Board race,

‘wihich “will not be held until

next fall. Lawrence will never
run again, and, as a finishing

touch, there are no members in

the class of ‘61 sufficiently
qualified to replace the cam-
paign victims.

The other side appears’ fo
have the upper hand at the pre-
sent time, although its machine
power may never equal Tsuca-
las’ when it was at its height.
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